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[bookmark: _GoBack]Lyn was a sixteen African American girl in a small town in Wimberley Texas. She aspired to one day leave the town and pursue her dreams in the big city to become an actress. Her mom was a housewife who depended on odd jobs like farming and selling farm produce for survival. Her dad was a night officer at the nearby ranch and was never home as he had to do extra jobs to cater to Lyn and her two younger brothers Mike and Nicholas. An African American girl with a big dream to one day become an actress in Holy wood was almost impossible. In school, Lyn excelled in her studies despite her humble background. Most of the time, she would help out her mother in her farm work when money was scarce to pay for her tuition fees. Life in the Wimberley was tough, and many young girls got into drugs or prostitution to finance their lives 
An African American girl child faces many challenges from a lack of exposure to lack of resources and opportunities. One afternoon as Lyn was walking down the stream, she came across a container wrapped in clothing’s. Curiosity led her to unwrap the container, and she found two diamonds. In disbelieve, she returned the container to the original place and stood aside, waiting to see if someone may come to collect it. After many hours of waiting, she grew impatient and was now ready to leave, but before she could left, she took the diamonds.
Many months past and no one came looking for the diamonds. Lyn thought the diamonds would cost a fortune, and she needed to sell them to help her parents with their household bills. On her way to the grocery on one Sunday afternoon, she came across an older woman standing on the road and looked to be in deep thoughts. Lyn could not help but ask the older woman why she seemed stressed. She narrated to her how she had lost her pot that she needed help finding the pot. Lyn was surprised to learn that her opportunity to save her family from poverty has ended. "Where did you left your pot, grandma?" "I gave one of my grandchildren to leave it at the stream because it had two diamonds that were to be part of our traditional ceremony for my ailing daughter Susan.” Lyn was confused about whether to confess having the diamonds or selling them to the market for an immense fortune. After critically thinking, Lyn remembered her mother's words, "my child does not ever fall short of greediness but instead work hard to get things the right way." These words came so strong that she confessed to having the diamonds. She immediately gave back the diamonds and left went home. One evening, Lyn's father lost his job at the ranch and later learned that his daughter had given out diamonds that would have been their key to richness. He stormed the kitchen as Lyn was preparing dinner with her mother. He mercilessly beat her and ordered her to pack her belongings. He even confessed that she was not their biological child and did not deserve to be part of their lives.
Lyn was devastated and tried begging her dad for a chance to stay and finish her studies, which was in vain. Lyn was adopted from the nearby hospital when Lyn's mother thought she could not give birth. Lyn left the premises that night to seek refuge from one of the neighbors. After many months, she dropped out of school and secured a job at one of the nursing homes in Wimberley. She became good at her job and even got a promotion as a supervisor, which earned her more income. One Saturday morning, she received a familiar patient, but she could not recognize her due to her ailing condition. She immediately did what she did best, taking her of her patients and keeping them company.
One morning, the old grandmother narrated how she had met a girl who returned her two diamonds, which later saved her daughter in a cleansing ceremony. Puzzled, Lyn asked, "Where did you meet this kindhearted lady who returned your diamonds?" "I met this lady on my way to the market when I learned that the diamonds were missing and that my daughter could no longer be saved until she confessed to having had the diamonds which she picked near the stream.” Lyn immediately told the old woman that she was the one who had given back the diamonds. Tears of joy started rolling down the older woman's cheeks as she could not believe that her caregiver was the girl who helped save her daughter. She immediately hired Lyn as her private caregiver with extra allowances. Things were starting to work out well for Lyn, and she decided to take part time classes to catch on where she left.
On Christmas, Lyn decided to surprise the old lady who had become her grandmother with her favorite meal, fried chicken and rice; little did she know that the whole family would be around and that her fried chicken would be the meal for the day.  All the family members adored Lyn primarily because of her kind gestures. On Christmas Eve, Lyn narrated to the circumstance that had led her to work at the nursing home and why she had to drop out of school to fend for herself. It was a sad moment for all the family members as they sympathized with her. After the meal, Lyn decided to clear the table and help her grandmother to bed. On her way to the kitchen, she drops some plates, which created a lot of attention. Her grandmother ordered Susan to help her out in collecting the broken pieces. As Lyn was bending, Susan noticed a birthmark at the back of Lyn's neck. The birthmark resembled that of her child that died at birth. Susan was shocked and immediately walked out to comprehend the whole scenario.
Lyn was surprised, and she thought it was something she had done. She quickly followed Susan to enquire what the problem was. Susan narrated the whole story to Lyn and concluded that they needed to conduct a DNA since Lyn was an orphan and her birthmark was so familiar with that of her daughter who had died during birth back in the day when she was a teenager. The next morning Susan and Lyn went to the local private hospital to have their DNA done. The results would take three weeks, which was nothing compared to Susan's pain when she lost her child. 
In the second week of the results, grandma passed away. Everyone was confused and sad. Lyn thought she failed to administer her medication correctly and blamed herself, but Susan assured her that she had done her best. The whole neighborhood came to give their condolences and keep them company. After the burial, the time came for the DNA results, and indeed Lyn was Susan's daughter. Tears of joy rolled down Lyn as she hugged Susan and remembered how her dad had chased her away mercilessly.
Susan decided that she needed to move to Atlanta and would help Lyn pursue her career in acting. After two months of finalizing the departure arrangements, Susan and her family relocated to Atlanta. One of Susan's friends in California noticed Lyn's talent during auditions for one of the best movies and gave her a leading role in the film. All the things that happened in Lyn's life had a reason, and all are attributed to the two diamonds. Sometimes things happen in life for a reason, and from Lyn's story, it is clear all her misfortunes were directed in favor of her destiny and as an African American girl, striving for excellence is the key to keep up with a competitive world and being the best.



